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Our Educational Outreach Program

A strong educational program is essential
to the ethical, efficient conduct of research.  Our on-
site seminar series is designed to discuss ethical and
award administration issues and problems in a highly-
interactive environment.  Our seminars incorporate
discussions of actual closed cases and audits to stimu-
late discussions of difficult ethical choices and the
features of federal and host institution policies.

Our Outreach Goal

To engage administrators, PIs, postdoctoral
researchers, students, and others engaged in feder-
ally supported research in discussions about ethical
issues in a conversational environment.

What is anWhat is an
Office of Inspector General?Office of Inspector General?

Each federal agency has an independent
Office of Inspector General charged with recom-
mending policies and practices designed to promote
economy and efficiency, and conduct audits and in-
vestigations to detect and deter fraud, waste, and
abuse related to that agency.

We are unique in the Inspectors’ General
community because NSF policy stipulates that we
also review and investigate all allegations of mis-
conduct in science.  Close working relationships with
NSF and its awardees help us focus our efforts and
facilitate our proactive educational effort that mini-
mize the seriousness of problems we encounter.



Seminar ISeminar I

“Ethical Dilemmas” Seminar for Students

      This 1-hour seminar acquaints students with
ethical issues, and allows them to explore resolu-
tions to problems they may confront early in their
careers.  We discuss:

• Federal proposal and award processes
• Principal Investigator’s obligations
        and commitments
• Ethical issues, including:

    Data selection and sharing
   Collaborations
   Sharing and using ideas
   Peer review
   Authorship and acknowledgements
   Paraphrasing and plagiarism
   Mentorship/advisor problems

4Excellent teaching vehicle

Hosting a seminar is an excellent oppor-
tunity to discuss  critically important topics with
members of our experienced staff of attorneys,
auditors, investigators, and scientists.
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Seminar IISeminar II

Interactive Seminar for
Principal Investigators and Administrators

This case-study based seminar acquaints
principal investigators and administrators with fed-
eral and institution policies relating to handling al-
legations of misconduct in science.  It

• Matches faculty and administrator needs
• Provides an overview of the process
• Reviews host institution’s policies
• Enhances outreach within host institution
• Encourages lively participation

4Over 400 Closed Cases from which to draw
examples, including:

            Plagiarism
           Misrepresentation of Publication Status
           Confidential Peer Review Violations
            Funds for Research Already Completed
            Fraudulent Data
            Misrepresentation of Credentials

4Seminar issues tailored to your interests
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Seminar IIISeminar III

Current Topics Briefing for Professional
Societies

We participate in national and regional
meetings and conferences. We acquaint profes-
sional society members with federal and insti-
tutional obligations and commitments.  We pro-
vide information on current topics, such as pro-
cess-related audit and ethical issues that are of
interest to members of the professional commu-
nities NSF serves.

Topics include:

• Interactions/roles/responsibilities
• Results of program and policy reviews
• Financial and compliance audits
• Lessons learned from:

Audits
Misconduct in Science Cases
Criminal and Civil
     Investigation Cases

We would be pleased to make a presen-
tation, facilitate a discussion, or serve on a panel
to cover topics in which you are interested.
Please contact us to learn more about these semi-
nars.
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How To Contact UsHow To Contact Us

Internet
oig.nsf.gov

Telephone
703-292-7100

E-mail Hotline
oig@nsf.gov

Outreach E-mail
oig-outreach@nsf.gov

Fax
703-292-9158/9159

Write
National Science Foundation
Office of Inspector General

4201 Wilson Blvd, Suite 1135
Arlington, VA 22230

OIG Confidential Hotline

Report any allegations of misconduct in sci-
ence, engineering, education, fraud, waste, abuse, or
mismanagement associated with NSF programs and
operations to our office.  We will keep your identity
confidential.  However, if you wish to remain anony-
mous, you may contact us by telephone at the number
below.

Toll Free Hotline
1-800-428-2189


